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‘Behavior

‘] ,whathe would look like: .

- man:in tow. His long dark hair was matted and

- half of his’ Jbody appeared to be covered vm.h_

K - iattoos-

~Oh-no:

Ccvermg her d:sappomtment, she smlled-‘

.“Are you ‘Russell?” The big man grinned and
. sald *“No, would you like me to be?”

: rcmmded herself that she was there as a friend.
What helookeﬁllke dldn t matter. it just dldn t
' mattcr. .
5 ~Growmg r&sﬂ&ss she forwd herself to

. avoid lookmg ‘at the pnsonefs as they came out i

of the celf block 10 greet visitors. - - < -

_ Instead, she watched the o*hers waltmg.m
The wives, the sweethearts, the fathers-and-

uncles and, iow and then, a weeping mother.
“Are you Julie?”

She turned and’ iou':d herself Iookmg ko

, Juh sat alcme'on the strarght “backed wood—' »
* . ‘cn'bench trymg to 'stop herself from wondenng

A guard walked toward her thh a huoc

Romance Blooms At San} Quentm

o “Julze had never seen

_Russell before bat she felt she had
known kzm all of her lzfe.”

" two huge, cie:ax;jﬁlﬁe Aej(c‘s. He was a beantiful - -
- Reheved, she sighed, leaned back and’ ' S A -

man withflowing sun-bleached hair, a blond

" beard and matching eyebrows. "~

She had never seen him before but shc felt

" she had known hxm all of her hfe.

v BS %y anybody’s deﬁmﬁon, San Quentin
inmates are not “good catck.” And ‘yet, day

By Nikki Meredith

after day women come. to the prison and fall in
‘Tove. Lawyers, teachers, hookers, hogscwwm

Some come looking for Tove, some come.for

Patiently they wait in long lines while- their
bodies are searched -their possessions -éxam-

" ined. Some rearrange their whole lives in order

- . to be available for thése visits. VIS]!S where for
" hours they sit with their men — drug addicts, -

. ‘murderers, armied robbers — with stars in their

eyes and love i in thelr hear!s_ ’

7uiie and Russ‘cﬁ are‘a rather unlikely -

coupl& (Tme are not their real names; all the

2y unay :AydosBorog ¢

- other reasons and find themselves entangled. .

. mames i this story have been changed ) While

she was gettmg a g.radnate degreein education, .

attorney and razsmg two sons in Mill Valley, ke
was bouncing in and out ‘of various penal

_painting in Paris, marrying and divorcing an *

institutions, finaily winding up in San Quentin -

for armed robbery and kidnapping the occu-
pant of 2 car he was stealing.
a - continued
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creases with. pleasurc.

“L had”never known' what 1t was like to.
cpmt’c the same Ianguage as a-man. The. other
men I had known ' had ‘been- so afraid of
: cmononal commitment. Russell was S0 open, so.
tcnder, so willing to give.

- “Lfelt'a connéction on every Ievel Therc .

- were AY social roles. ne- fancy ears, no-stylish
“clothes.'I _mst brought myself and alt he had in.
" the. world was himself.”
. *Things “happen” faster in there bccause
- yau relate fmm who you are faster. None of the
social games are there.™

Julie and Russell were marned four

méntbs later. iR

Sham'r sits inan orgamcally decorated
Mann County Testaurant and. writes letters.
Every spare minute she writes letters to her
husba»mi.Sam,@fer:ty-stx ~year. old.-black man--
~whoisin San Quemm fora gzmhhng-—connect—
cd -murder.

“Tam not a masoc 1St I want evcryonc io .

know T'amnota masochist, she savs. “And I
‘am not a -comvict grompie* I am ‘a strong,

mdcpendent woman with an interesting; excit=-
ing life who"happens tobei in love- thhaman m} '

prison.”

- cion, 2 little hanL- e

She'is an “artist and a tcacher and has-

writien- and . mnstraaed two books She has
: mxscd ﬁvcchﬂdrcn‘ . -
.Sharon. met.Sam whe"x shﬂ- enrolled her

adoiescent son in the Squires Program — a
' thrcc—week counsdmo session dmg-aed for-

. o waomzﬂseo

1 }iazel eyes” glow “and her tanned faﬂe

She s 2n attractlve, ohve-skmned womman -~
i her forties. She has a sensuous mouth and ~
dark shmmg eyes whick convey a httle suspl- ]

“Susan feels Dave’s: confinenrent forced him to change_ s
and has gzven them a chance to develop a solul relatzonslup »o

~'At first their relatxonsh:p focused on the

'prob]ems .she ‘was having ‘with her.son. They
; cxchangc(i a cotiple of fetters and she brought
~-her son to see hima f'ew times. Then she came
.alone.’

“After Sam kxssed me for the: f' st time,”

" the depth of my feelings scared fie,” she says.

[ realized 1 was hooked on this man and
he was going to be iR prison for three more
years. Ldidn’t want to spend alf that time going
to the visiting room. I cried and cried.”

“~Sam_ handled all: of my fears and my

" “tears. beautifully. “If it hurts this mach, dom’t

come- back,” he said; very ge-nﬁy. But I did
come back_ I love him.”
But Sanvis a murderer:-

“He is in prison for murder, but he isnota .-

murderer. That was ten years ago.. 1 wouldn t
want- anyonc to judge me by what 1 was ten,
ycars ago. He has taken great pains to under-
stand himself, his anger and what made him do

w_hat he did.

. “Thereare: thmgs Sa-n and 1 talk about
that-T have never been able to talk about with

- ariyone else. He is so people-wise. His level of -

truth, the lack ‘of games, rezhy dréw me:to
hxm "

Sharon behevcs prison forces some men to
tarn around inward: .

_“It’s ‘the experience of bemg emp-
Y. .. emptxed out so they can’t run away from
their own need an]ws mey remain tight, alone -
and deprived. &y

“Thereis no sofmcss in Lhcre. Everythmg

] dclmquency-pronc boys and ch by San Quen-r
-tm inmates. "

s ham the sounds are hard Men are forced io.
get in touch with a- deeper self. . :
: “Most ‘of ‘ys give about ten percent in a .-

rclauonshlp. In there there is‘not time to-hold .

. back. Every woman dreams of havmg a man-

who is totally ‘there, totally responswe That’ s.'

vhow Sam is with me.,

She ~smiles, “"thén.

: laughsv.“Swept ]
) AwayThat movie saxd itall”

) Susan isa gradixatés’tudent at Berkeley -

in -her late twenties. She is a big, bright,

articulate woman Wwith a little girt manner. She- -

is involved with prison reform and has reécently

been hired by the: govemment tc evaluate
'fcde:ml prisons. :

S{Szrrhadmro‘f‘an&-on relationship wrth
Dave for a couple of years before he went to’
San Quentin. When she visited-him there for
the first time, he had been transformed from a
“skinny little hercin addict” to. a mzjscular,
healthy "looking man: (“Dnvng iron.” or
weight hftmg, is a popular prison pastime.) - :

She’ feels -his- confinement forced: himr to-
change and has given: them a chance to dcvezop
a solid relatxc'rsth.

“We write each other’ almost every day.

commanication most people dont have. We
have collected pools of understanding.

-In these letters we continue’ conversations we - -
- ‘have when we visit. We havc a second level of

There is so much love beiween us. Some- -

'timgs I miss him so-much 1 ache, but at the
-same time, I don’t have to fix his breakfast.or

be home all day — T can have my own life.”
: continued




R Makmg a commnmem. to Dave was: dxfﬁ-
: ,"cuh for her because she ‘had 6 give up a’long

} held fantasy of marrymg al \lobcl Pnze winner -
_or a famous lawyer. : " S
... finally figured out that 1don't have o
L marry someone for status because I'm: gomg to -
B successful in my own right = I’m going.to
©win Nobe] prizes. mysclf 1can marry Dave justﬂ ;

) bccausel love hnm ?;

fdo seem ohave a unique: appcaL i

- . Emily, another Mill Valley Womén who',.»‘_
mcl and marfried ‘a man .while'he was in;San'. -

Queritin; was drawn,.in part, by-a sense of

" adventure. I .was a straxght Marm County .

~d1vorcee wrth three kids. He was'a ‘man who:

had been part of a Steve. McQuecn—llke dope
- smugglmg operatlon mvolvmg guns. and alr—,

‘ pL.mes flying in and out of Mexico.' -

_“When I met him, 1 was so tired of p passwc -

" men. It seemed’ hke that’s all 1 was meetmg on
- the outside. - Ben was. cerfainly. not passive.” " -
' She ‘was also attracted by hls tremendous )
‘necd forher. - .
- It was.a® chance to be an enchantress

. .r_totdily. I was. bringing all this wonderful stuff

1o this dcprcssed and jisolated man. I guess it
By Swas a combmatlon of vamty and -maternal
. instinct.”

Sharon Gxan‘aturo a student at San‘ -

" Franéisco State College who works with the

Prison Law Project, has observed many prison
’ romances and. fecls she has some understand-

-ing of ‘what draws women to -prisoners." “A
prisoner is tuned into his woman 100 percent.
He gives ail he’s got — his hopes, his thoughts,-
his feelings. People on the outside aren’t going
to find that. The woman is-his whole-world

msxde and somenmes his only tic to the out-

sxde.‘ . S

c%.lthouah itis sn}] early in the day, the

huge visiting room-is crowded and ‘noisy. .

Toddlers with their diapers drooping’ cluich

‘baby bottles and waddle aimlessly while their
older siblings play the vending machines. like
- they were Las Vegas slots. Families rush to
claim square wooden tabl&s which will serve as
Hittle islands for that day’s visit. Couples who

have staked claims.earlier kiss and hug pas— .

.sionately — experts at engineering amazing
degrees of 1 mtlmacy, discreetly. .

The: visiting room at San Quentin is the ,
prisoner’s main link to the outside world. It isa -

place to visit old friends but it isalsoa placeto
find new ones.

A muscular good lookmg black man

wearing a- s’lky shirt and designer jeans (all
inmates must wear denim pants, but any kind

" of blae jean qualifies) spends a lot of time “hot
dogging™ (lusting afier) the women in the

" Coiamio Living Mogezne/ Octcber 19, 1980.

,,Wost women who are: mvolved wnth
prisoners ‘deny that they intentionally sought .
romance inside the pemtenuary But prisoners .

Wit
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“Most women who are mvolved w:th przsoners deny they mtentzoually, -
sought romance. But pnsoners do seem to have a untque appeal ”

visiting room. ‘He's 4t San’ Quentin for first .
" degree murder.: Hes béen in prison a long time -

and he-has.a long:time to'go.

, His girlfriend ‘hasn’t visited }um in overa
month but ‘he’s not c¢oncerned. He says hes
sure: he’ll find another ‘one. *if T"accepted all

the ‘offers from - women who come here, I'd have
‘more gxrlfncnds than I'd know  what to do
He flashes a big seductive smile, “Youn
know I'm the prettiest thing around.”

: (As attractive as women find him; howev-
cr; they are not all willing to accept the three
_conditions he. says he Tequires of his ladies:

”Shes got to be willing to bring me money -

_when I’ need it, she has to meet ‘my mental
nceds and she’s got to-agree t6 have sex in the

visiting room . . .And Pm not going to get mar- ..

ried.”):
For those who lack the opportnmty or the
aggressiveness to hustle women in the visiting

. 7o0m, matchmaking is another possibility. But

Joe, a iall, affable black man, says he’s leary of

fix-ups.- “If a guy ‘talks about setting me up
with his sister, Y'tell him not.to bring her unless
he’s got a picture.' I don’t want any surprises

. when I come into the visiting room. That’s like _

sticking your hand in a- basket and puliing out
an nnknown

- And there are some men who are ap'pre-

. hensive about gettmg mvo}ved with women at
all.

) “When you're alonc, the days just blend
" into weeks and the weeks into months,” says

- 3im, 2 man who has spent a long time i prison.

“Once you care about someone on the ontside, -

you start doing hard time.”

k4 £

K mght.

Relauonshlps make men more vulnerable
in other ways. “When you're mvolved you live
for-those visits.. It’s just_one more tl'ung the

“joint has over you because the visits can always

be taken away, Jim says bitterly. .
’ Heé also says 2 man’s rélationship prov-ldcs
2 weapon to other convicts. “When youhavea -

~girlfriend or a wzfe, there are some guys who

work on you every weekend: “You think your
woman is’ really staying homé and knitting
while youw’re in: here?. It’s Saturday night —
you know what folks out thcre do on Samrday

“foo needs that?” 7
~And not all the men who are lookmg for

: women are looking for lovc. ‘Some coavicts
‘refer to their women as “mules.”
~“guise of rfomance, they seék women who will

Under the

smuggle contraband dope. “Fatties” — women
who convicts say come to prison because they
can’t find men on the cutside — are so hangry
for relationships that they are partxcular]y
vuinerable to bﬂng used ims way. :

q‘hey make the Jong walk from the first |
gate 1o the second metal detector in a_group.
Cne is wearing a Jong, facy white gown with a
high collar, a sprig of baby’s breath tucked’
behind her ear. She hobbles along in ankle-
strap high heels. A shapely black woman wears
a_strapless green disco dress. A third woman
wears an extremely low-cut, gauzy white dress;

-her short, bleached-blonde hair is combed

neatly back. A heart tattoo is visible above her
right breast.- o
. continned
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U We mstall -sub-flooring, interior partitions and exterior
" doors and windows, so youll start off with a° home
ﬁat’ mmpietely closed-and o-fimish.

aplte & yourself with 3l the finishing mate-

e Things Tike plumbing-and
:Kpthat (g

with the h pofthe(:ap Finish-

ing Maniial Finish it- -yourself, have your friends help—
or hire trademen. The more you do, the more you -’
-save. And when you're finished, you have a home
worth a lot more than you paxd l%r S

- THE liOHE YOU WANT A'I’ A PRICE ‘IOII CAH AF‘FORD :

-84 .odoh from 330,000 to $83,680*

'Pmsshownxvfonh:hmsem. edonﬂ;eowner’slotmdfounda-
mnandmdudemxwulsmfmshkhemm State and local taxes, paint, lands-
upms,sepn: nh,s:dma!ks dnveways masonty. bnd..aremtmduded.

- CALL YOUR LOCAL CAPP. REPH!SEHTATWE OR
: SEHB 32 WITH THE OOUPOH B!LOW. -

KanBailzy (MW—M ' Dlekcorbum ms)ua—usas
- SanJos:.(:A Fremo.c . ‘

Denmis Foster * (415) $32-0485 ,_a;,m .
weint Cregk CA ", . Jmm}ms)m:
Loren Coopér mm Ray Ristey .
. Santa Rosa, CA L - Sacraments, CA
Ron Martin mm ’Uemys:sge (msyscmass
Stockton, CA Reddmg

CRPP HOMES

CUS‘IOM BUILDE?S smc.. 18948

TS M S E— —— —
To CAPP HOMES 1300 Ethan Way-! Sulte 100 : '
- Sacramento. CA 85825 - . .DEPT. CD74-44
SEND FOR YOUR CAPP HOME .

PLANNING GUIDE
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S
[+ tvrammrecavemymmmmng Gusce. tunﬁastand hawever. that it wilt E
take several weeks for defivery.
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lt s wcdd.mg da_y at San Quenun
Twenty brides :are expccted to-

y day, but one  of - the guards remarks that -
s usually at least one loses her nerve and
" doesi’t show up. ™ -
Some ;. come alonié,: 'some - bring.

Exrmhes and some brmg friends.
‘An older black ‘man who has beeri

at, San Quemm sinée 1952 slowly.walks
- out of the cell-block- wn.h 1wo friends’

who wxll ‘b his ‘witnesses. ch eagcrly

scans-the. vxsmng ‘Toom with his eyes.”

His best’ man:sees the bridé ﬁrst. “She

- made.it; Harry, you dof’ t have to kill

yourself > he laughs 1.guess she, took
31 o1g ‘dose of courage this Tnorning.”

: The bride; a sober, pretty black wom-.
. an; -dresséd:in a linén suxt, holds onto’
her ‘young'.son . With “one- hand and

embraces her groom with the othér.

© =% Tt takes two Marin County clerks

several hours to marry sixteen couples

. this: day (four brides don’t show up)
. One- clerk "is quite businesslike and
rushes through The othér one takes a -
little time, gently pushing the’ bride and

groom together to let them know they
-are married and it’s time to kiss.

.. The young girl in the long.white
dress slips her heels off right before the .
ceremony: Even at that,'she is slightly

taller than her groom, a'short Chicano

_ man ‘with. a broad smilc and 2 bxgv'

Vmuslache. R &

The blonde woman with the low-

-cut dress is surrounded by family. Her

~ groom has a long dask beard and-

tattoos peaking out of the edges of his

* shirt. He'looks like he j > just chmbed offa
-motorcycles :

Prison fnarnages are relatlvely
new in the California Prison System. In

1975, the Legisldtire enacted a - law’
which, along with other civil rights.-

granted prisoners the right to marry.

- The combinaticn of the new.law .

plus the rule that only married couplcs
can have over'ught ‘conjugal visits, has

- made marriage a high priority item in

prisons. Now, anywhere from ten to
twenty-five weddings are performed on
the first Tuesday of every, month atSanm
Quentin.

A plump young blonde with heavy
black mascara om her eyes and a peace
symbol embroidered on the crotch of
her trousers waits in the visiting room
for her fiance. She was fixed up with
him two days ago and they wili be

i

gcltmg mamed as. soon as possxble :
At San Quemm one-night stands
must be sancuoned by thc state )

= Caiifomia ‘prisons ‘may ‘be-the

last placés ‘on. éarth where  couples
routinely wait Wntil ‘their: honcymoons

to consummate their relationships:

‘When Julxe -and “Russell ‘were - .
_mdrned they  were  lucky enough to
‘have” their honeyincon the day after

- their weddmg. (Sometimes couples
© muist walt several months:),

‘Even to') ulie’s eternally” optlmls-—

tic-eyes; it ‘was ot the Fatrmont: The
- conjugal  visiting . flat, ‘which is-in a

‘wood: framehouse: on the prison
grounds; . was grimy: (1t has smce been .

“improved.) Cotkroaches §kittered. -

across the floor, mice hid-behind cabi-
ncts, sprmgs .popped 1ip . through’ the

: holes in the mattress.-But it was home. -

- As she unpacked ‘she discovered .
‘that 'she had forgoften 1o bring a top
sheet. She asked the tristee who Tielps,
maintain the house for a sheet.' He
brought her a single bed sheet.

*Don’t you have any.doubles?” -

“Lady,” he- said sarcasncally,
“this isn’t Howard Johnson’s, it’s San
Quentin:-All we got is'singles™ :

_ Despite ‘the single sheet and the
cockroaches, Julie says it was a won-

- derful honeymoon. All night Russell
: hc!d her in his arms,- strokmg her hair

as .she dozed.- She would .wake .and
-smile and he would -hug her and say. .
agam and again, “I love you so much.”

It had been ten years since Russell
had s]ept thh a woman.. .~

. -WQ one keeps track, but it is
said that most prison relationships
don’t- last. “Most of those marriages
are ill-fated,” says Barbara Bloom, the
former director of the House, d respite
facility for prisoners’ families. “They
begin on a fantasy level and they are
very intense, but day to day living is
different. 1 dori’t question the Tove, 1
question the artificial circumsiances:
She has ‘seem many women hurt by
these relationships. -

Emily and her hiusband stayed
together about two years after he was
released. “The man you marry in pris-
on is not the man you are married tc

continaed
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autsuie aml feel they are bmldmg on the v
relatwnslup they started in pnson.

whcn he gets out. :
: “When Ben was' in pr

A iot of his ir insecirities and: dcpendency necds
Just dldnt mamfest themsclv&s -in’; prison, because o

as always unpressed by his Tack of, defensxve—
- ness. 'But when he gotout; he rcally got wexrd about 1t >
B i SR

v:olcm_ In’ pnson, ‘she:was “the’ onl_y one who made him.
_happy.: On' the- ouiside;  she" was the only one he
-battered. She eventually | left hxm.
Buf theré are exceptions. - i
;inda-serves James'a cup’ of hot Tang nd honey’ .
drink: he learned ‘to love in his twelve. years in - :
- ‘prison. He is from a Iower class black’ family and'spent -
most of his youth in instititions: She is from an’ upper
“middle “class Jewish family and “attended Juilliard "
.- Schiool: of MUSiC beforc gomg"to graduate school m
socxa! work: ! .- Lo

- Linda is a'‘Bay Area socxal worker and met James
,whcn she “brought some chﬂdren {clients) to "San
- Quentin to visit their fathcr. Jaimes was there s:rvmg a
“life sentence.
; They fcll in !ove and mamed while he was still in
prison and for: ﬁve years they: worked to: get him out.
" (When James was exghteen he was involved in ‘ari
armed robbery. One of his partncrs shot and killed 2
store maﬂager.) .

~When Liinda talks about rmdmg the transcrxpt of
his trial, her daik eyes fill with téars. “He was eighteen
and facmg the deéath penalty. No one ‘ROt one. person
Arom his family cared encugh to come to the tna] He'
was all alone.”

: Jameés has been out almost three ycars, He is. a'
tail, boylsh man with a sweet smllc. He now teaches at .

a continuation school. - :

: Lmda and James are makmg xt on the outside and
feel they are oquxng on the relationship thcy started in
prison. “Most peopie don’t realize that i it is a'privilege
‘10 be alone with the one you love.”

James' points o the piano he recently bought
Linda. “She teaches me about music and antiques and
things I never knew existed before™ Linda ‘smiles,
“You teach me about life.” ;

"_in their years together, they have seen a’ Iot of
prison romances fail. Why has theirs lasted? “We’re
strong people, we’re discipiined people. We believe in
fidelity and commitment and, most of all, truth.”
Linda Iooks at James. “If I fost him, there coﬁld never
bc another man, and {'ve known a ot of men.”

C.Every Samrdzy and every Sunday, Julie packs
continued
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“When Russell talks about przson, i_
it is with wisdor. For years ke has
"analyzed‘ the system, z‘h_e __peogle_.
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“Behavior

-é‘biéﬁic lunch, a tablé-cloth, maybe a

- bouquet of flowers, and visits Russell.

_He¢ is' due to be released in"'a . few

A ‘months so‘he 35 meg at the Ranch a

»mmlmum sceurity area -of -the prison.

k Juhe and-the -other wvisitors are

dnvcn in ' little bus to- the back mterxor
—of the*pnson grounds. ’

. ~Among her bund!es, :luhc has
packed bait. for Russell.and his friends .

.10, use when they fi sh n the ‘Bay.

Another inmate who ‘Has no visitors
coimes: by to pick it’ up, thanks Julie and
lhcn qulckly moves “on. A friend of
" Julie’s stops by to- ask: Russell ‘if he
knows an inmate:whose name appeared
in. the pcrsonal column of the news:
‘paper. Her fnend has seen his ad fora
pen pal and wants'to know if he is a

“games “player” before she .writes to
" hitm. Russell doesn’t know but he’ll ask
‘around:

thn Russell talks his’ words are

direct and sois his ¢ eye com.act, but he
averts his head slightly, implying a
‘téntativeness to the communication.
-He seems to test-the emotxonal waters
- before he: plunges. His Ianguaae is dn
‘interesting mixture of prison jargon,-
metaphysxcs and down—home psycholo—
BY- :
s When he talks about pmson, itis
‘with impressive wisdom and_under-
standing. For years hé has analyzed the
system; ‘the. people, the relationships.
And he spcnds a lot of time thinking -
about-his mamage.

_ **One of the hard thmgs in‘here is
. ‘the forced up-downriess [mequahtv] in
. our-relationship. Julie is so. generous.

and ‘I can give her nothmg. 1 feel
cnpplcd >

Juhe shakes her head ernphatxcal—
" ly and says,: ”‘But that doesn 't matter to
me.” :

. “But hstcn, Babe, I'm uncomfori-_
able with it. Tt “makes me feel. self-
conscious.- I'mi ltke a’ little kid who
- keeps getting ice cream cones. [ want to
-give somcthmg back.”

 When Russell talks about the out-
side, he seems so vulnerable, almost
child-like. “What arc people in Mill -
Valley like?” He is asking if he will be
accepted. ‘He. worries about- Julie’s
friecnds .and wonders what they will.
think of him. .

" Julie doesn’t worry. She has no

. doubts. “1 have always dreamed of

having a relationship like this. I feel

fike Russell is the best friend some part

of me has been yearning for all my life.
1 know our marriage will work.” O
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